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Deer Hill School News 

May 5, 2017 
 

Important Dates: 
 

5/5 Walking trip to Pratt, Grade 5, 

12:30 – 2:30 

5/5 Meteorologist Michael Page 

from NECN: Weather 

Presentation to all 3rd Graders  

5/10 Early Release, (12:40) 

5/11 Grade 5 Math MCAS #1 

5/15 Grade 5 Math MCAS #2 

5/16 Grade 3 Math MCAS #1 

5/16 Wind, Water, Temperature 

program, 9:15 Grade 5 

5/16 Lion King Kids performance 

5/17 Grade 5 Science MCAS #1 

5/17 Lion King Kids Performance 

5/18 Grade 4 Math MCAS #1  

5/19 Grade 3 Math MCAS #2 

5/22  Star Lab Program,  Grade 3 

5/22 Grade 5 Science MCAS #1 

5/24 Grade 4 Math MCAS #2 

5/24 MCAS make ups 

5/25 MCAS make ups 

5/25 Holly Hill Farm, grade 3  

5/25 Spring Concert, 7:00 pm 

5/26 Holly Hill Farm grade 3  

5/26 MCAS make ups 

 
 

Staff Appreciation 

 
Next week is officially Teacher 

Appreciation Week!  (Thank you to our 

wonderful PSO for kicking it off 

yesterday with another FABULOUS 

luncheon!)  Every day I feel so 

privileged to work among such a 

talented and skilled teaching staff,   

 

 
This beautiful mural, created by our outgoing fifth 
grade class, was revealed to an admiring crowd at 
Favorites 2017. 
 

including our general education 

classroom teachers, our specialist 

teachers, and our special education staff.  

At Deer Hill, we take this opportunity to 

recognize the essential contributions of 

our Education Support Personnel 

(ESPs), our nursing and counseling staff, 

our front office staff, and our custodial 

and cafeteria staff as well, who make it 

possible for students to spend their day 

focused on learning in a safe, clean, and 

supported environment.  We should say 

it every day, but at least next week let’s 

make sure we thank the people who 

make a difference daily in the lives of 

our students. 
 

Jennifer deChiara, Principal 
 

A heartfelt Thank You to all 

who helped make “Favorites 

2017 a brilliant success! 
 

Thank you to the Deer Hill students for 

all their beautiful artwork, the PSO 

parents for their help with the delicious 

and plentiful refreshments, the Deer Hill 

community for all their good natured 

support and encouragement, and lastly to 

the superb “Favorites Staff”, you were 

awesome!  
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Newly revised “Life Threatening 

Allergy Protocol” 

 
Throughout this year a representative 

group of parents, administrators, and 

nursing staff met to review and revise 

the existing protocols for schools 

regarding life threatening allergies.  At 

the last school committee meeting, 

members reviewed and approved the 

recommendations for emergency care, 

prevention strategies, and 

responsibilities of school personnel.  At 

Deer Hill School, all of our classrooms 

are “Allergy Aware” classrooms, 

meaning that there can be no known 

allergens brought in, such as peanuts/tree 

nuts.  Classrooms may have two parties 

a year where food is present, but items 

must be on our list of approved items, 

and our nursing staff, Mrs. 

Mastromarino and Mrs. Bulman, must 

be fully aware of all items coming into 

the classroom.  Notice will be provided 

to parents prior to any parties involving 

treats.  To read the full protocol, see the 

district’s website, Announcements 

section:  http://www.cohassetk12.org/ 

 

OtisSpunkmeyer 5th grade 

fundraiser: 
 

Back by popular demand the 5th grade 

OtisSpunkmeyer Camp Wing fundraiser 

started last week.  All 5th grade students 

should have brought home information 

on this traditional fundraiser.  This is 

your chance to fund your own 6th grade 

Camp Wing Experience.  Sale ends 

Monday, May15th.  All orders and 

payments are due on this day.   

 

1.  Camp Wing has been an annual 

tradition for 6th grade students. 

2.  Each child can earn their own camp 

money by participating in this 

fundraiser. 

3.  The total number of items sold 

determines the percent earned for your 

child. 

 

If you have any questions please contact 

Beth Bennett usabennett@aol.com 
 

To Parents of 5th Graders… 
 

Mrs. Gregory is sending a letter home 

today to 5th grade parents inviting them 

to screen the video used in teaching 

students about puberty and to have the 

opportunity to ask any questions about 

our instruction in this area. 

 

The big Fidget Spinner Debate… 

 
Like students all over the country, our 

students have been bringing in “spinner 

fidgets” to use in class.  Some districts 

around the country have banned them 

because they seem to be more of a 

distraction than a help.  At Deer Hill 

School, providing fidgets – small objects 

that students can quietly use to help 

expend excess energy and thereby 

improve focus and concentration – have 

been a part of our Universal Design for 

Learning (UDL) for a while.  As with all 

such items, our teachers use their 

discretion to know when a fidget is 

being used appropriately and when it is 

not.  Therefore, we do allow them and 

will use this opportunity to help students 

understand the difference between the 

appropriate and inappropriate use of all 

“fidgets.” 
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To all concertgoers… 

 
A friendly reminder to all families with 

students in band and chorus: the annual 

spring concert will be on Thursday, May 

25, at 7PM in the DHS gymnasium. 

 

 

To parents and guardians of 

third and fourth grade students, 
 

Parent Questionnaires, used in 

determining classroom placement for 

next year, went home two weeks ago in 

students’ backpacks.  If you can’t find 

one, it will be available for download on 

our Deer Hill School Website under 

Announcements. 

On May 10th our classroom teachers will 

begin meeting with each other and with 

support staff to begin putting classrooms 

together for next year.  This important 

first step is solely to determine which 

students will work well together as a 

classroom, given our criteria of 

heterogenous (mixed ability) groups, as 

well as our best understanding of 

learning styles and social/emotional 

needs of students.   

Please make sure you complete these 

questionnaires and return them.  Every 

single parent questionnaire is carefully 

considered by the teachers and Dr. 

deChiara in order to create a classroom 

and teacher match that is good for every 

child.  Now is the time to voice any 

concerns you may have about next 

year – once the letters go home in 

August there can be no switching.   

Completed questionnaires may be sent 

directly to Dr. deChiara in a sealed 

envelope if you wish your concerns to 

remain confidential. 
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